
Questions you may want to ask of the PDR publication visibility data 

1) How much is being published? 

Looking at the volume of publications listed, is this what might be expected for a colleague in this discipline and 
career stage, bearing in mind their whole portfolio of activity?   

2) What is being published? 

Looking at the column of publication types, is the balance between different types of output what might be expected 
for a colleague in this discipline and career stage?   

3) Where is it being published? 

If you compare the list of outputs indexed by Scopus with the total output on LUPIN, what proportion are indexed in 
Scopus? If a large proportion of outputs are published in non-indexed journals and conferences, why is this? 

Looking at the journal citation indicators, SNIP and SJR, what proportion are in the top 10% or 25%? These metrics 
can be used as an indicator of the visibility of journals. If an item is not in the top 25%, why is this? What might be 
expected for this discipline and career stage? 

Thresholds: Top 10% SNIP = 1.5; Top 25% SNIP = 1.0; Top 10% SJR = 1.4; Top 25% SJR = 0.75 

4) Who are the collaborators? 

Looking at the Scopus affiliation names and countries, who is co-authoring with the academic?  Are these the most 
appropriate collaborators? Bearing in mind that internationally co-authored papers typically achieve greater 
visibility, what proportion of the collaborators are from overseas? Is there scope to increase international 
collaboration in a meaningful way? 

5) How cited are the outputs? 

Looking first at the raw citation count for each paper, how many have received no citations at all? What are the 
reasons for this? Are there patterns amongst those papers that are highly cited, and those that are not? 

Take a look at the Field-weighted Outputs in the Top Citation Percentiles column. The numbers here indicate the 
percentile rank of outputs when normalised by age of publication, document type, and subject category. So, if an 
output’s percentile rank is 17 for example, this means it is in the top 17% of all outputs of that age, document type 
and subject area. Which papers are relatively the most cited? What are the reasons for this? Could further 
promotion be done with these outputs to improve their visibility? 

All indicators and PDR conversations should be held in line with Loughborough University’s Responsible Metrics Policy 
(https://www.lboro.ac.uk/research/support/publishing/responsible-use-of-metrics/)  
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